
Dear Members,
As we continue to live in these uncertain times, we at the Citrus County
Historical Society are committed to bringing you the programming that
you have come to know since prior to the COVID19 pandemic.
Safety of our members, visitors, volunteers, and staff remains a high
priority and we will continue to ask those coming to the Museum to 
please come with a mask or we will have them at the Museum, just in case.please come with a mask or we will have them at the Museum, just in case.

We will continue to keep you updated in our newsletters, on our website,
and other online platforms. If history shows us anything, it is the
perseverance and adaptability of people, our ability to remain strong
together in times of crisis. Be safe and we look forward to seeing you in
the future.

What was life like here in Citrus County area almost 150 years ago? Florida had been sparsely settled until the 
end of the Seminole Indian Wars. In 1842, Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Benton introduced a bill to convince 
people to settle the "Peninsula of East Florida". This legislation became known as The Armed Occupation Act of 
1842. It was the first federal homestead act to induce the settlement of rural areas specifically in this case in 
Florida to push the Indians out. The State of Florida offered land and arms to people willing to clear and reside 
on it for five years.

Settlers from along the eastern seaboard and mostly from the adjacent states of Georgia, Alabama, South 
Carolina, and North Carolina came to the "Peninsula of East Florida" to stake their claim to available land.Carolina, and North Carolina came to the "Peninsula of East Florida" to stake their claim to available land. The U. 
S. Census records show the effectiveness of this legislation in populating central Florida. As a result, the new 
settlers wrote the following letter from the Crystal River area to relatives back in Pike County, Alabama giving 
us an in-depth look at life here almost 150 years ago.

The following transcription is a letter from Sarah JohnsThe following transcription is a letter from Sarah Johns Willis to her sister Nancy E. Johns Efurd written at Salt 
River, Florida on April 21, 1872. Salt River is located at Ozello which is south of the town of Crystal River. The 
letter is four pages in length and written in very tiny cursive ink. All attempts are made to transcribe the letter as 
accurately as possible. In a few instances there are words which are illegible, and a series of dots is used to denote 
the break in legibility. The use of punctuation in the original is not real clear. Extra spacing has been used to 
separate sentences, and (sic) has been used to maintain original spelling when not clear.
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Coffee and Conversations Speaker Porgrams 
Before and After COVID-19

Sean Norman speaking on the 
Archaeology of the Battle of the

 Wahoo Swamp

Dr. James "Buddy" Powell, presents 
"Manatees in Paradise or Peril?"

SOWW - Save Our Waters Week Program 
with Quinn Zacharias

Robert Croft serving food at the 
African Roots of Southern Food

Southern Food and speaker image Guests at the African Roots of Southern Food
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The Inverness Cultural Heritage Council continues to be active during August, September and October. The ICHC 
sponsored three Coffee and Conversation Speakers Series programs since the museum closed due to the COVID19. These 
programs link us to our past and to each other, building bridges from the past and carrying traditions into the future.

Dr. Peggy MacDonald spoke about Pioneer Women on August 6, highlighting accomplishments of such women as Dr. 
Esther Hills Hawk, Marjorie Kinnan Rollins, Marjorie Harris Carr, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas (the three Marjorie’s), and 
Mary Bethune Cookman. MacDonald spoke about May Mann Jennings, who was one of Florida’s most active 
susuffragists in the 1910s (even though women were not able to vote in Florida until much later).

On September 10, Sean Norman, assistant research director and archaeologist for Gulf Archaeology Research Institute, 
shared with us the Archaeology of the Battle of the Wahoo Swamp, a Second Seminole War battle and site located 
southeast of downtown Floral City in the cove of the Withlacoochee.

Each year ICHC works in partnership with Keep Citrus Beautiful and Save OurEach year ICHC works in partnership with Keep Citrus Beautiful and Save Our Waters Week. This year the Museum 
hosted a virtual/live event to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Save Our Waters Week program and we were excited to 
bring Quinn Zacharias to Citrus County. He is working on a combined masters and undergraduate deree in engineering at 
the University of Florida. Zacharias is a Roy Likins scholar for the American Water Association and a research fellow for 
the University of Florida’s institute for Food Agricultural Science (UF-IFAS). He discussed Florida’s most pressing 
water-related issues and provided cutting-edge ideas to address them.

All of these programs have been funded by the Florida Humanities Council, Keep Citrus Beautiful, and the Inverness All of these programs have been funded by the Florida Humanities Council, Keep Citrus Beautiful, and the Inverness 
Cultural Heritage Council. For upcoming programs go to https://www.facebook.com/courthousemuseum/events/ under the 
events tab on the left. On September 19, we hosted our first concert since February with Peter Alden and the Corvairs. 
They performed an Elvis Presley tribute concert to a sold-out (per social distancing) group at the Museum. The concert 
also streamed live on Facebook (on social media for $10) and YouTube. This was the Museum’s first-time-ever hybrid 
virtual/in-person concert. People who attended in person gave it rave reviews,while online viewers responded with 195 virtual/in-person concert. People who attended in person gave it rave reviews,while online viewers responded with 195 
comments, many saying how professional the production was. They also mentioned the 20 minute video intermission 
about Elvis in Inverness, and enjoyed the many little-known facts it provided.

Lastly, the ICHC partnered with Fort Cooper Chapter of the NSDAR and the Citrus County, BOCC Nature Coast 
Volunteer Center on a Saturday morning in October to attend to the Oak Ridge and Pine Hill Cemeteries in Inverness. 
VVolunteers cleaned headstones of the early pioneer families who no longer have living family members to look after them. 
From a preservation standpoint, this cleaning is not only an art, but also something that requires proper training and 
products. ICHC provided over $200 to purchase D/2 Biological Solution, which is specially formulated to remove 
environmental pollution, dirt, and staining that originates from mold, mildew, lichen, and algae. It is strong enough to do 
the job and safe enough to protect the historic monuments.

Peter Alden as Evis, virtual hybrid
 in-person concert, September 19, 2020 
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Hernando Heritage Days and Cracker Cattle Drive was canceled due to pandemic this year, but we are looking 
forward to next year.

The Old School Market Days are happening on the grounds, 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Citrus County Board of County Commissioners applied for a Department of State Division of Historical Resources 
Special Category Grant on May 30, 2020 for $103,000 with a cash match of equal amount of $103,000 making it a Special Category Grant on May 30, 2020 for $103,000 with a cash match of equal amount of $103,000 making it a 
$206,000 project if funded by the State. The project ranked 14 out of over 55 grants, however, in a tough budget year this 
is only the first step. We will keep you posted if and when more support letters for advocacy purposes may be needed.

The school project has received 2 small matching grants from DOS/DHS and two other larger Special 
Category Grant. This grant would finish most of the interior work including the items listed below in the photograph Category Grant. This grant would finish most of the interior work including the items listed below in the photograph 
caption text. It is with great sadness that we must say that we have lost two incredibly special Hernando Heritage Council 
members and volunteers. Carol Van Ness and Cathy Johnson, both with longstanding presence in the community and at 
the school. Cathy Johnson served as the chairperson of the  Historic Hernando School for many years and they both were 
very dedicated to the restoration of the school.
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For the past 27 years the Floral City Heritage Council has hosted its very popular Heritage Days event, but in
consideration of the pandemic, the Council’s steering committee has cancelled it. “It wasn’t an easy decision, but it 
was the right one,” remarked one committee member. We will all miss the Friday night “Candles 'N' Carols” 
and horse-drawn wagon rides that have become a highly anticipated tradition for the village, but plans are full-speed 
ahead for 2021.

In place of this event, the Council is considering one or more village enhancement projects that can be held safely 
under the current restrictions for events. Significant community enhancement projects in the past included sprucing under the current restrictions for events. Significant community enhancement projects in the past included sprucing 
up the following: the Gazebo area; the “Travelers and Their Trails” kiosk on the Withlacoochee State Trail; the 
Town Center Linear Park; and the Heritage Hall Museum and Gateway sign at the east end of town. The Council is 
also heavily committed to the preservation and maintenance of Floral City’s historic oaks.

Also under consideration is a project that will bring a new element to a number of spots in the downtown area; watch 
for it! We are also exploring informational signage for the Town Center and old-fashioned street signs on Orange Avenue.

Our Council welcomes ideas and financial support from the communitOur Council welcomes ideas and financial support from the community. Visit www.floralcityhc.org, or e-mail 
the-fchc@hotmail.com. You can call Council Co-Chairs L. Hennings: (352) 400-1221 or T. Hartman at (352) 726-6644.

The Museum closed on March 15, and will remain closed until further notice. Everyone stay safe, and we look forward 
to seeing you under the oaks!

On July 7, 2020, the Homosassa Civic Club was able to purchase the Locklar Property at 5380 S. Boulevard Drive,
Homosassa with the Stan Mayfield Working Waterfront Grant from the Florida Community Trust, a part of Florida DEP. The com-
munity park is “dedicated in perpetuity to the use of the general public for conservation, protection and enhancement of working 
waterfronts and related activities.” This is the site of Shelly’s Seafood Market, Wild Sassa food trailer, and several boat slips which 
will all remain.

Included on the property is an 80-year old “Cracker House”. The Old Homosassa Heritage Council (OHHC) is
excited to announce that this building will be turned into “The Old Homosassa 
Heritage Museum”. The museum will display historical and educational 
displays of Old Homosassa. While renovations must first take place, OHHC and the 
Homosassa Civic Club are working to raise the necessary funds for this transformation.

Over the past five years we have witnessed many upgrades in Old Homosassa. It is 
now a legal golf cart community, the water tower is back to being a proud symbol of 
the heritage of Old Homosassa, wide sidewalks were added on Yulee Drive all the 
way to US 19, the Homosassa River Restoration project is getting close to starting way to US 19, the Homosassa River Restoration project is getting close to starting 
water operations, we finally have the “Old Homosassa Heritage Park and Working Waterfront” and soon we will have a museum. 
Membership in the Old Homosassa Heritage Council is open to anyone interested in our purpose and pays annual dues. Meetings 
are held the second Wednesday of each month at 5:30 PM at the Homosassa Civic Club. Our website is Old Homosassa 
HeritageCouncil.com, email is: ohheritagec@gmail.com, and the Facebook page is www.facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil.
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This year we will be doing the Christmas Trees Around the Square, a little differently due to COVID19 and
the large crowds that we have always had at the Museum in the past. However, the trees around the square and
the lighting will be the same. Every year non-profit organizations from throughout the county sponsor trees
with 300 white lights attached. Again this year that will occur with lighting to take place at approximately
6:30 p.m. Prior to that and on Saturday, November 28, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. we will be installing the trees on the
square. So if you have a couple of hours that you can spare that morning please call us at 352.341.6428 to sign-up. 
For over 25 years and before the passing of board member Bob Roberts, this was a special project of his, where he For over 25 years and before the passing of board member Bob Roberts, this was a special project of his, where he 
liked to gather us, his little elves as he called us, to begin the holiday season! The City of Inverness will be hosting Santa 
and other holiday activities at the new Historic Depot on North Apopka on the same date and time, so be sure and visit 
both venues to get the most out of the holiday season.

The Museum will be opened on Friday, December 4, from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. so that visitors can come and
check out the new exhibition on display. Based on current conditions at the time, we will still be recognizing
the guidelines set forth by the health othe guidelines set forth by the health officers. And, depending upon where we stand at that time, we may have
some special surprises. Please stay tuned.

As a reminder the museum is now open! We welcome visitors Monday through Friday from
9 am- 4:30 pm. You can reserve your visit here by calling 352.341.6428 or by going online at 
oldcourthouseheritagemuseum.setmore.com. If you haven’t been in to see our latest exhibition, Then & Now: 
Neighborhood Snapshots, now is the time to do so. By the time you receive this newsletter, if you haven’t  already 
been to the museum, since the opening of Neighborhood Snapshots you will still be able to view the exhibition, 
along with the some of the best Community Art Quilts from throughout the state. 

These will be on display through the end of NovembeThese will be on display through the end of November. By the last week in November we will be
gearing up for the holidays and a new exhibition from
the Museum of Florida History in Tallahassee titled,
Holiday Traditions in Florida, which will be on display
through the end of February.
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