
Congratulations,  At Home! 

As of August 2020, you have 
reached 35 years in age!!  

You were born in the summer of 1985 to inform 
members and to promote historic preservation.   
Your first edition was typed on an old carbon-ribbon 
machine, then hand duplicated, addressed, and 
stamped with a new bulk mailing permit number.    
The “At Home” logo was hand-drawn and based 
on the original design from Hampton Dunn’s 
Back Home, which also inspired your name.  
Four realtors assisted in costs for your first edition. 
Four historic homes for sale were photographed with  
descriptions in your 5-1/2 x 8 inch centerfold pages.    
Extra copies were printed so that you could be 
placed in the community to promote historic 
preservation as well as the Historical Society.   

The County’s Centennial was fast approaching.  
By late 1987, following the Citrus County 

Centenary Celebration, your center-fold revealed 
the Historical Society’s first Organization 
Chart including officers, an attorney, Society 
Historian and Parliamentarian.  There was one 
Council with seventeen active committees.    
That newsletter was a turning point.  From that point 
you continued in the same format until two years 
later when you grew to the current size and format.  
You have been going strong and are continuing 
to serve the purpose for which you were created.    
I am proud of you AT HOME!!   
I am grateful to those who have adopted 
and cared for you all these many years.    
You have my blessing and wishes for many more 
years of success.
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Marvelous 
Renovations to the 
Coastal Heritage 

Museum 

During a time of confusion and isolation, 
some have turned this time into an 

opportunity. In the case of our little museum 
in Crystal River, a volunteer decided to use 
their time to make an amazing difference. 
Cindy Suters took something we weren’t 
sure was possible and gave a new, fresh 
look to every room of the museum. She 
has waxed, cleaned, reorganized, framed, 
and relocated different display items for a 
more cohesive nature towards reopening the 
museum. Each section has been organized 
into specific categories It was like walking 
into a whole new set of displays! Speaking 
of new displays, after much research, Cindy 
was able to use the information she learned to 
create a display for the Ghost Towns of Citrus 
County. This was originally a small section  
(literally a map with some information 
boxes). Scouring through, she found articles 
and interviews about these towns, and reasons 
why these places have so little a trace left of 
them. “All of the volunteers are proud and 
grateful,” said MaryAnn Jarrell. 

Cindy was recognized by the Historical 
Society for her fantastic work and dedication 

to history and the museum. In July, the 
museum with be back up and running. If you 

get the opportunity, stop on by and enjoy.

Waunee Endsley and 
Mary Ann Jarrell

Inverness Cultural and 
Heritage Council 

The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum and the members of 
ICHC are working hard finding new ways to provide our 

programs to members, residents, and visitors. To operate in this 
new “norm” we have decided to reduce our onsite numbers. 
However, we are still committed to providing the informative 
programming that you have come to know and enjoy.   
We are bringing back our Coffee and Conversations series, 
first with Dr. Peggy MacDonald, speaking on Florida’s 
Pioneer Women to be held on Thursday, August 6 at 7 
p.m. Followed by “The Battle of Wahoo Swamp” with 
archeologist Sean Norman, on Thursday, September 10th 
at 7 p.m. These will be hybrid events, with limited space 
in the museum to ensure proper social distancing can be 
followed and a live online broadcast for the folks at home. 
Seats will be first come, first served, and our Historical 
Society members will have priority in reservations. You 
may register online at www.cchistoricalsocietyshop.com or 
call 352-341-6428 for these free events. When you register, 
you will be asked if you prefer the live or virtual event. 
The best part, if you miss the program, want to share with 
a friend, or would like to listen-in again, a recording of the 
live event will be available on our website!

     ICHC, in partnership with Save Our Waters Week, will host 
another hybrid program on Saturday, September 26, here at 
the Museum at 2:00 p.m. This is the 25th anniversary of the 
Save of Waters Week program and we are excited to bring 
Quinn Zacharias to Citrus County. Quinn is a 6th year-
student working on a combined masters and undergraduate 
program in engineering at the University of Florida. Mr. 
Zacharias is a Roy Likins scholar for the American Water 
Association and a research fellow for the University of 
Florida’s Institute for Food and Agricultural Science (UF-
IFAS). His presentation will discuss Florida’s most pressing 
water-related issues as well as providing cutting-edge ideas 
to address these issues.

After carefully following the rising COVID-19 cases in 
the county and taking direction from county and state 

guidelines, ICHC and museum staff have decided to postpone 
all upcoming musical concerts for the rest of the year. We look 
forward to better days when we can continue to provide you 
with fun entertainment and an enjoyable evening at the Old 
Courthouse. We will continue to evaluate our safety measures 
as new information becomes available. Please be on the lookup 
for updates at www.cccourthouse.org. Stay safe.  

     Please check us out at www.cccourthouse.org and follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Sally Barrow and Steve Hrycaj 

http://www.cchistoricalsocietyshop.com
http://www.cccourthouse.org
http://www.cccourthouse.org
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A taste of our upcoming exhibit, showing the Old Courthouse over the years.

Old Courthouse Museum News 
by Lindsey Gilbert

     Greetings from the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum! We are feeling more energized than ever to find new 
creative ways to reach out and engage our community in a safe way. Staff and volunteers are hard at work 
creating our first ever Digital Interactive Exhibit and we can’t wait to see it bring the museum into the hands 
of students and adults alike. Development of a new museum webpage is underway as well, which will have 
enhanced features for educators, researchers, and the curious-minded!  

     Inside the museum, we still have plenty going on! With reduced visitors, we are taking the opportunity to 
give the museum a much needed facelift, touching up paint, resealing windows, and more! You will see the 
building looking her best next time you visit!  

     Opening August 6, is our Citrus County Then and Now: Neighborhood Snapshots exhibit. From May to 
December 2019, participants in our photography program have been traveling all around beautiful Citrus 
County to capture the places that make our community special. They worked diligently with professional 
photographer Rebecca Pujals-Jones and staff at the museum to take inspiration from the archives. Now their 
amazing work will be available for all to see, side-by-side with historical photographs. The visitor will truly 
see Citrus County: Then and Now! Extended viewing hours are available on August 6th from 5-7 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through early October. Please make an appointment for museum visits either online through 
our website or Facebook or by calling 352-341-6428.

 Nominees: 2020-2021 Board of Directors
Election Annual Meeting on Thursday, September 24, 2020 • 11am

Lunch precedes Business Meeting
Robert Croft, President     Flo Jones, Vice President
Julie Fusco, Treasurer      Kandi Bellamy McPherson, Recording Secretary
Cynthia King, Corresponding Secretary   Elaine Koehler, Acquisitions Officer
Waunee Endsley, Crystal River Heritage Council  Marian Macrae, Homosassa Heritage Council
Pamela Phelps, Homosassa Heritage Council   Steve Hrycaj, Inverness Cultural Heritage Council
Laura Henning, Floral City Heritage Council   Mont VanNess, At-Large

Michelle Varnadore, At-Large
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The Citrus County Historical Society, Inc
BYLAWS 

Board of Directors, January 2020 
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this organization shall be The Citrus County Historical Society, Inc.  
ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Society shall be to preserve and further the knowledge of the history and pre-history of Cit-
rus County, Florida, and nearby areas.   
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP   
Section 1 - Qualifications The membership of this Society shall consist of all persons including all protected 
classes who
a. are interested in and support the aims of the Society,
b. abide by the rules thereof, and
c. pay the necessary dues.
Section 2 - Dues
a. The amount of dues shall be set by the Executive Board as needed.
b. The annual dues shall be payable in October for the fiscal year.
c. Dues shall be paid to the Treasurer or to the Treasurer’s designated representatives.
d. Written notice of arrears will be sent two (2) times to members.
ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES   
Section 1 - The Officers of this Society shall be a President, a Vice President, a Recording Secretary, a Corre-
sponding Secretary, a Treasurer and an Acquisitions Officer.   
Section 2 - The officers shall be elected by majority vote of the active members who shall serve for a period of 
one year. 
Section 3 - The President shall: preside at all meetings of the Society and of the Executive Board, shall appoint 
all chairpersons of standing committees and the Executive Board, shall appoint chairpersons of standing commit-
tees, shall appoint a Parliamentarian, shall serve as ex- officio member of all committees, may sign checks in the 
absence of the Treasurer, shall generally oversee the work of the Society and perform such other duties as pertain 
to the office of President. 
Section 4 - The Vice President: shall perform the functions usually attributed to the office of the Vice President 
and shall work closely with those committees the President may suggest. In the absence of the President, the 
Vice President shall assume the duties of the President.  
Section 5 - The Recording Secretary shall: keep a full record of all the meetings of the Society and the Executive 
Board, report on each meeting, and deliver all pertinent material to the Registered Office.  
Section 6 - The Corresponding Secretary shall: conduct the correspondence of the Society as directed by the 
President. 
Section 7 - The Treasurer shall: have charge of all funds and disburse them as authorized by the Society, shall 
provide quarterly financial reporting, shall maintain budgets and have financial oversight, shall control the fixed 
assets, shall review the books and communicate with the Internal Audit Committee in preparation for the Internal 
Audit Committee Annual Review. He/she shall also be responsible for the collection of all dues and for keeping 
an accurate list of names and addresses of dues-paying members and keeping the Officers informed of the mem-
bership roll as seems essential in coordination with the Acquisitions Officer. 
Section 8 - The Acquisitions Officer shall: acquire historic resources as directed by policy and for the purpose 
of preservation will suggest repairs, restoration, stabilization and where necessary perform maintenance or other 
capital improvements to historic resources in accordance with the most current known standards as directed 
by the Board of Directors, shall catalog all artifacts, shall research as needed to confirm complete and accurate 
description of acquired artifact, shall maintain a database of all catalogued artifacts, shall prepare and present 
reports as needed, shall perform an annual inventory of each council and report assets to the Treasurer for the 
internal annual audit and shall assist and coordinate with the Treasurer on accurate membership lists. 
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ARTICLE V – DIRECTORS 
THREE Directors shall be elected for terms of one, two and three years. They shall be elected one each year, as 
the senior Director retires, to provide continuity of overlapping terms.   
ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIVE BOARD   
Section 1 - The Executive Board shall consist of all of the Officers of the Society, the immediate Past President 
and the Three Directors.  
Section 2 - The Executive Board shall meet at the call of the President or any three members of the Executive 
Board at least quarterly.  
Section 3 - The Executive Board shall have general charge of the business of the Society and shall have the pow-
er to fill all vacancies for the unexpired term of a vacant office.  
Section 4 - The Executive Board shall appoint two (2) persons to audit the books of the Treasurer and submit a 
report in writing at the annual meeting.   
Section 5 - The Executive Board shall approve the committee Chairpersons appointed by the President, shall 
define the duties and responsibilities of such committees and shall require the Chairperson of each committee to 
keep records and to report at general meetings of the membership.  
ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS  
Regular monthly meetings of the Society shall be held, the Executive Board to designate the date and location. 
Special meetings may be called by the President or three Executive Board members. Annual meeting with elec-
tion of Officers for the ensuing year shall be in September. Notice of meeting shall be by Telephone, Electronic 
Media and Printed Media.
ARTICLE VIII - QUORUM 
A quorum for a Annual meeting of the Society shall consist of the majority in attendance who are entitled to 
vote. A quorum for the Executive Board shall be a majority of its membership.   
ARTICLE IX - STANDING COMMITTEES   
Section 1 - Each Committee shall have a Chairperson appointed by the President. Other members of the Com-
mittee shall be obtained from the general membership.  
Section 2 - No committee shall take or make public any formal action or resolution or in any way commit the 
Society on a question of policy without approval of the Executive Board.   
Section 3 - All committees shall keep written records of committee meetings. They shall be submitted to the 
Executive Board to to be filed with pertinent papers.   
Section 4 - The Standing Committees Shall be appointed by the Board of Directors as necessary.  
ARTICLE X - STANDING RULES  
A list of Standing Rules shall be compiled from the Secretary’s records, and may be added to as need arises by 
vote of the Board of Directors.   
ARTICLES XI - GIFTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Gifts, donations and bequests may be made to the Society at any time. Such funds, shall be placed in a Desig-
nated Fund. Use of the Designated Fund shall be upon recommendation of the Executive Board, approved by a 
majority 
ARTICLE XII - DISCONTINUANCE 
In the event the Society is discontinued, none of its assets, including the Designated 
Fund, will be distributed to any member, Officer or Director of this Corporation 
per our Articles of Incorporation.  
ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS  vote of those at the Board of Directors 
meeting. These By-Laws may be amended at a Board of Directors meeting of 
the Society by 2/3 vote of those present if the amendment has been presented 
in writing and read at two (2) previous meetings.
ARTICLE XIV - PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, when not in conflict with these By-Laws, 
shall govern the conduct of the meetings of this Society.



Come join us in making history relevant.  
 Whether you have been here 1 year or a lifetime, you have a connection to this county, city or state. 

As residents of Citrus County, you are aware of, and enjoy, our outdoor treasures. Come see our indoor 
time capsules – our Historical Society Museums.  We can always reach back and see history at any time, 
how we lived, worked and played. History is always happening with each tick of the clock. Join us in 
making those ticks relevant.  
Much has changed with the advent of COVID 19; from family visits to traditional business activities. Ask 
anyone today and in 20 years what they recall about this time – empty shelves - where toilet paper once 
lined the grocery aisle or the complete absence of hand sanitizer in any store, 6 ft markings on the floors, 
masks and social distancing.  
The Citrus County Historical Society must also change. The need for new and different methods of 
reaching the public became obvious as buildings closed and patrons were told to shelter in place. Our 
access to the citizens was through the computer - social media programs and the telephone. We thought 
about providing ways to visit the museums from home, perhaps a chance to see unique catalogued 
items that are not always on display but that could always be available online. With some research and 
limited dollars; we are bringing Digital Interactive Exhibits to the Citrus County Historical Society, Old 
Courthouse Museum. Soon we will have the ability to enter the galleries from home and see the artifacts 
and tap on a bubble to get in depth information not previously available or to see additional artifacts not on 
display but relating to important aspects of the theme of the gallery. We will have access to concerts and 
Coffee and Conversation presentations as well at some point. You are still welcome to come into the Old 
Courthouse and Museum for limited-occupancy, in-person experiences like Concerts, tours and our speaker 
series. Our Digital Interactive Exhibit is but one way in which we are changing. BUT everything comes 
at a cost.  Your membership dollars are the life blood of this organization. The members are the ‘hub,’ the 
five councils are the spokes and the outer band holding us all together form the Citrus County Historical 
Society.  We are moving this wheel forward with as much momentum as we can afford.  
We have determined that we need to be creative in how we present ourselves, how we share information 
and how we attract new members. To that end we have been brainstorming some ways to make your 
membership more valuable.  
Here are a few suggestions – please let us know what think. 
1. Create a Tier structure to our membership listings
a. Corporate members
b. Industry members
c. Individual/Family members
For members who frequent our Corporate or Industry members will get a discount on purchases and the Corporate/
Industry would get member business. Individual/Family members might get a discount on concerts or one free 
concert for the purchase of a season ticket pass. 2. Priority registration for events.    3. We might offer a ‘members 
only’ section on our website for such things as ‘job board’, member referral program. 4. Partnering with other 
museums for a joint membership card to broaden our discounts.

6 August 2020      AT HOME      

An Open Invitation to All...
Flo Jones, Vice President  - Citrus County Historical Society 
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The list is longer than we have space here to enumerate, but once we have reviewed 
the membership potential, we will bring them to the membership for input.  
We must also consider our needs. We NEED to have FUNDING. We need to maintain what we 
have in our galleries, we need to protect and preserve the artifacts all while rolling the wheel forward 
to plan new exhibits and fund necessary  software programming updates such as; online sales of 
the museum inventory from our bookstore, a new and better website, creating summer programs for 
elementary students now - and eventually middle and high schools students as time and money permit.  
We invite you to help us be more relevant to you, our history and our future.  
This is a call to action. Please consider joining the Citrus County Historical Society, refer 
your friends, renew your membership, create Corporate Sponsorships. You are the heartbeat, 
the hub of our support. Whether it is a onetime donation, an annual membership or a 
bequeathal to the Citrus County Historical Society it comes back to this county in abundance.  
Please consider us today, tomorrow and into the future with your donation, membership and volunteerism. 
           
             Flo Jones

Council links for meeting and schedule updates: 
We’re making plans and looking forward to meeting together again Inverness 
Cultural and Heritage Council: 
https://www.facebook.com/Inverness-Cultural-Heritage-Council-1152878564737826/ 

Crystal River Heritage Council - 
https://www.facebook.com/coastalheritagemuseum/ 

Floral City Heritage Council -  
https://floralcityhc.org/ 

Hernando Heritage Council - 
https://www.facebook.com/Hernando-Heritage-Council-156372641063783/ 

Old Homosassa Heritage Council -
https://www.facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil 

Historical Society Calendar: 
https://citruscountyhistoricalsociety.org/events-calendar.php

Check out our calendar for all the latest updates to scheduled events.

https://citruscountyhistoricalsociety.org/events-calendar.php
https://www.facebook.com/Inverness-Cultural-Heritage-Council-1152878564737826/
https://www.facebook.com/coastalheritagemuseum/
https://floralcityhc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Hernando-Heritage-Council-156372641063783/
https://www.facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil
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