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The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum
by Kathy Turner Thompson

he exhibition and program team have been busy planning for the 2020
upcoming exhibit at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum.
urrently on display is an exhibition titled, Inverness Through the Ages:
1919 – 2019. This exhibition will reside in the rotating John Murray
Davis gallery through the end of December 2019. The exhibition and the
Inverness Founders Day event on September 14, was a collaboration with
the City of Inverness, the Citrus County Historical Society and Museum
Staff. Over 1,101 persons visited that day, 300 took part in the Living
History Program, A Day in the Life, and even more witnessed the “Stealing
of the County Records” from the temporary county seat and courthouse
in Mannfield to Inverness. In this exhibit visitors will come to understand
how and why Inverness came to be. Learn the town’s founding fathers,
how Inverness got its name, and the industries that sustained the town
through land booms and depressions. Along the way, learn interesting
bits of history you may never have heard before. The stories that make up
Inverness are diverse and varied: humorous, solemn, daring, or downright
silly, but all are interesting and entertaining!
he Museum will be gearing up for school tours after the first of the
year, so anyone interested in being a guide, please contact us at
352.341.6428. Training will be provided for you to help us to make a
difference in children’s lives!
e are online at www.cccourthouse.org, and on Facebook at The
Old Courthouse Heritage Museum (https://www.facebook.com/
courthousemuseum/) for all the latest news.
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by Kandi Bellamy McPherson

The Cattle Drive
is Coming!

T

here will be a host of exciting
adventures and tastes coming
to town to benefit the restoration
of the Historic Hernando School!
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Inverness Cultural Heritage Council
Summer Recap

I

nverness Cultural Heritage
Council (ICHC) had a successful
Summer of 2019!
e kicked off summer events
in June with a Peter Alden
as Elvis concert, “Blue Hawaii,”
complete with hula dancers. The
concert sold out.

W

State, a week-long pre-collegiate
program. This year, the program
featured Florida water stories and
was hosted by the University of
Florida in partnership with the
Florida Humanities Council. We
are proud to have assisted Citrus
County students to represent our
area of Florida!
uly and August we hosted two
successful concert fundraisers,
Brian McCullough as Roy Orbison
and the Divebombers.
Both acts brought the
crowd to their feet!
he
Inverness
Council sponsored
two
Coffee
and
Conversations events.
The first at the Historic
Hernando School in
August with Dr. Lorenzo
Rossi. Dr. Rossi spoke
on the citrus greening
disease in Florida. He presented
his exciting new research that
may have found a link between
bio-active compounds in oak trees
and healthy citrus fruit. Then in

J

September, the Old Courthouse
Heritage Museum hosted Jacqui
Thurlow Lippisch of Martin
County, Florida. Lippisch is an
environmental educator, advocate,
and algae chaser and she shared
inspiring stories of how to protect
our waterways throughout Florida
for “Save our Waters Week”.
CHC is looking forward to
the holiday season and new
opportunities to support the work

I

T
I

n the end of June we awarded two
scholarships to Citrus County
high school students to attend
Humanities and the Sunshine

of the Old Courthouse Heritage
Museum, our community, and our
sister councils.

2020 Music at the Museum News
T
M

Join us for fun and fundraising!

he Citrus County Historical Society is gearing up for the upcoming Music at the Museum Series. These
delightful concerts help to support CCHS activities throughout the county and they are lots of fun to
boot!
usic at the Museum will be four shows - January to April 2020. Come jam with us in the New Year!

R

ichard Smith and Julie Adams will kick off the concert series on January 16, 2020. A classical guitarist
and a renowned cellist together play beautiful acoustic renderings of music from Bach to the Beatles.
These performers always sell out, so get your tickets early!
ue to an accident Greta Pope and the Spaniels were forced to postpone their September 2019 show. The
good news is that Greta Pope and the Spaniels are still coming to the Museum as part of our regular
series on February 20, 2020. You can still see this award-winning, nationally acclaimed Motown group
perform here at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum. Be sure to get your tickets early!
e will be announcing our March and April concerts soon, so follow us on Facebook! As always, tickets
are available by calling 352-341-6428 or at our online shop, www.cchistoricalsocietyshop.com
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County Then and Now:

Neighborhood Snapshots Program - Three Sessions Remaining

T

he Citrus County Historical
Society and photographer
Rebecca Pujals-Jones are proud
to present the first Neighborhood
Snapshots photography program
at the Old Courthouse Heritage
Museum. The second Thursday
of every month from October
2019-December 2019 is your
opportunity to delve in the
history of Citrus County while
participating in a fun, skillbuilding photography workshop.
Sessions are intended for all skill
levels. Participants must be at
least 18 years old.

E

ach two-hour session is
$25/person
and
includes
professional instruction, access
to Historical Society photo

archives and dark room, and
supplies for printing. Each
additional session you attend
will provide opportunities to
build your photography skills and
practice new and old techniques.
Activities
include
sharing old photos
for group discussion,
digital and dark room
photo development/
printing,
learning
preservation
and
archiving techniques
for photographs, go on
photo walks and “field
trips” throughout the
county, and finally,
participants will be
invited to share their
artwork in a new

New Ways for
New Times!

Call for Entries
Community: An Art Quilt Exhibit
October 15, 2020 through November
25, 2020

T

he Old Courthouse Heritage Museum presents
our first juried art quilt exhibit and are seeking
entrants throughout the state of Florida.
he Old Courthouse Heritage Museum
announces our first juried art quilt exhibit to
be unveiled in October of 2020. The exhibition
is titled “Community” and the museum is putting
out a call for entries statewide. Both accomplished
quilt artists and conventional quilters looking to
try something new are encouraged to enter.
elected pieces will express the artist’s vision of
community. Cash prizes will be offered for the
top three quilts: $200 for first place, $150 for second
place, and $100 for third place. Museum guests can
also vote for a favorite quilt. The Viewer’s Choice
winner will receive $50.00.
ull rules and regulations as well as entry form
at www.cccourthouse.org/quilt2020.php.For
questions please call 352-341-6428 or e-mail
mfwquilt@gmail.com.
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exhibit at the Old Courthouse
Heritage Museum in 2020.
Register at online shop (https://
cchistoricalsocietyshop.com) or
352-341-6428.

A

s we move forward, memberships will renew
with the Citrus County Historical Society
fiscal year: October 1 thru September 30.
his change will assist in fiscal reporting and
will save time, cost, and energy in membership
renewals.
Membership dues can be paid
• thru the local heritage council,
• by mail to the Citrus County Historical Society,
1 Courthouse Square, Inverness, Fl, 34450, or
• online www.citruscountyhistoricalsociety.org.

T
T

o make changes to an email address, phone
number, or physical address, email those
changes to membershipcchs@gmail.com.
e will no longer be sending past due notices
on membership anniversaries!
hank you for supporting this effort as we grow
with the times!

W
T

Floral City Heritage Council

Floral City Heritage Hall Museum
by Laura Hennings

A

Neighborhood Snapshots Program - Three Sessions Remaining

s winter approaches, the Floral
City Heritage Council is busy
preparing for the annual Floral
City Heritage Days - December
6th and December7th.

Terrace is closed to all vehicular
traffic and luminaries are placed
along either side of the roadway
under the century old oaks.

F

estivities begin Friday night,
December 6th with Candles &
Carols which features an “all-you
can- eat” Fish Fry. The fish fry
begins at 5:00 p.m.
• Enjoy nighttime rides in a horsedrawn wagon down the milelong Orange Avenue lined with
luminaries.
• Join in with guests singing carols
from the open front porches of
historic homes under the venerable
oak trees.
• Floral City Heritage Hall
Museum and Country Store opens
at 5:00 p.m. to view exhibits.
• By 5:00 p.m. Orange Avenue
from Old Floral City Road to Annie

P

arking for this event is suggested
along Marvin Street, one block
north, or behind the Floral City
Library. It is recommended for
safety to use a flashlight to and
from parking areas.

F

rom 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
on December 7th visitors stroll
through Florida Folk Life Day
with exhibits and demonstrations
of daily living in early Florida.

A

must-see is our annual fund
raiser – the Blue Banner Tour
of Historic Homes. The cost for
the Historic Homes Tour is $10
per person.

I
W

hat an experience!

n addition, the Duval House will
once again be open for tours.
Two historic sites form the Black
Heritage Trail - Historic Frazier
Cemetery and Pleasant Hill
Church, will be open for tours,
and the Historic Methodist Church
building will be open for viewing.

T
F

he day of festivities includes
folk music and country food.

loral City is located at the
intersection of US Hwy 41
and County Road 48 in east Citrus
County.

F

or information visit https://
floralcityhc.org.
You
can
visit the Floral City Heritage
Hall Museum every Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Admission is free.

S

ee you under the Oaks!
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Old Homosassa News

O

ld
Homosassa
Heritage
Council (OHHC) is pleased to
announce that our main project is
just about completed. Just a few
final landscaping touches and the
Old Homosassa Water Tower’s
restoration is finished!

O

ver four years ago, the
Old Homosassa Historical
Preservation Society (OHHPS)
purchased the water tower to save
it from destruction. Following
that purchase, the Old Homosassa
Heritage Council was formed
and joined the Citrus County
Historical Society. Over $60,000
was raised which covered the
repair, painting, lighting, new
fencing, and landscaping. The
Old Homosassa Water Tower was
restored to its former glory and
is again a source of pride for our
community.

O

O

HHC would like to thank
all those that contributed
generous donations and the
volunteers and members that
worked so hard to raise the money
to make this project a success.

T

o
provide
continued
maintenance on the tower and
to raise money for future projects,
OHHC will hold one fundraiser
a year. The next function is the
“Roaring 20’s for the Tower” gala.
This fun event will be a “Great
Gatsby” style party held at the
beautiful venue La Casa of Mason
Creek. Mark your calendar for
February 15, 2020 from 6 pm to 10
pm. More details will be coming
in the next newsletter!

M

embership in the Old
Homosassa
Heritage
Council is open to anyone who is
interested in our purpose and who
pays annual dues. Our website is
OldHomosassaHeritageCouncil.
com and our email is ohheritagec@
gmail.com. Donations can also
be made at the GoFundMe page
(www.gofundme.com/243w4yc)
and the Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil).

25th Annual Old Fashioned
Christmas Around the Square

ur Christmas event is devoted as a service to the community and coordinates the various civic clubs
and organizations within the county who sponsor trees. For the past twenty-five years the Citrus County
Historical Society and Museum staff have sponsored “Trees Around the Old Courthouse.” The trees will be
set up on Saturday, November 23, 2019, beginning at 9 am. Join us to share the fun we have as we bring the
symbols of the season to the Courthouse Square.
hose who venture forth on dark winter evenings, passing the courthouse will gift with a cheery sight of
19 brightly lit Christmas trees. Each of those 19 trees has 600 white lights.
hen, one tree shines green lights. That tree reminds viewers of the impact transitioning veterans make
in and out of uniform in communities across the country as part of a national campaign launched by
Walmart, “Greenlight a Vet.”
ater in the holiday season, on Friday, December 13, 2019, the City of Inverness, the Valerie Theater, and
the Citrus County Historical Society and Museum will partner to present An Old Fashioned Christmas on
Courthouse Square. Festivities will begin at 5 pm. The lights of Inverness will be brightly shining throughout
Courthouse Square following a holiday program. It is a free event, open to all, that brings joy to hearts.
anta, Mrs. Claus, and their helpers are always honored guests. We delight in this event because it brings
us together, but it would not be possible without you, our cherished members, volunteers, and helpers of
the season.
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Calendar of Events
All events held at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum unless otherwise noted.

October

Exhibition on Display: 100 Years Inverness through the Ages: 1919 – 2019 - to be on display through end of December.
Monday, October 14 CCHS, Inc. Board of Directors meeting, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., second floor courtroom.
Friday & Saturday, October 18 & 19 Hernando Heritage Days Festival and Cracker Cattle Drive at the Historic
Hernando School – 10 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 22 ABC’s of Dementia Class 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Monday October 28 Floral City Heritage Council – Quarterly meeting – 7:00 p.m. - Floral City.
Tuesday, October 29 100 Years Inverness through the Ages: 1919 – 2019 Exhibit opening and reception, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

November

Friday, November 1 Masquerade or Not Dance, 50s-60s music with DJ Tom-Y, Hernando Heritage Council
Monday, November 11, Veterans Day – The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum will be closed.
Thursday, November 14 Citrus County Then and Now: Neighborhood Snapshots Photography Classes, 10 – Noon.
Second Thursday of each month.
Monday, November 18 CCHS, Inc. Board of Directors meeting, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., second floor courtroom.
Saturday, November 23 CCHS, Inc. will be installing trees around the square, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m., come one, come all.
Thursday & Friday, November 28 & 29 The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum will be closed for Thanksgiving
Holiday.

December

Wednesday, December 4 Historical Resources Advisory Board meeting, 4:00 pm–5:00 pm. Go to room 166 in the
Lecanto Government Complex, Lecanto. Help support the effort to protect our historic resources
Friday & Saturday, December 6 & 7 Floral City Heritage Days, featuring Candles & Carols, wagon rides, and a fish fry
on the Dec. 6 beginning at 5 p.m.; wagon rides $5 per person (children under 2 free). On the Dec. 7, experience Florida
Folk Life Day from 10 to 4, including living history exhibits and demonstrations and the Blue Banner Tour of Historic
Homes ($10 per person)
Monday, December 9 CCHS, Inc. Board of Directors meeting, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., second floor courtroom
Thursday, December 12 Citrus County Then and Now: Neighborhood Snapshots Photography Classes, 10 – Noon.
Second Thursday of each month
Saturday, December 14 Old Fashioned Christmas - Downtown Inverness on the Square, Train Rides, Santa Claus,
5-8:00 p.m.
Mark your calendars – February 15, 2020 - Old Homosassa Heritage Council - “Roaring 20’s for the Tower” gala.
This fun event will be a “Great Gatsby” style party held at the beautiful venue La Casa of Mason Creek.
Mark your calendar for February 15, 2020 from 6 pm to 10 pm. Greta Pope & the Spaniels band performing the best
of Motown: Pride of Motor City – Has been rescheduled for February 20, 2020 - $25/per person, doors open at 6:00
p.m. appetizers and a cash bar, 2nd floor. You will want to Save the Date and get your tickets early for this international
performer from Chicago. The show is sure to sell out!
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Citrus County Historical Society, Inc.
The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum
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Inverness, FL 34450-4802
(352) 341-6428
Fax: (352) 341-6445
citrushistoricalsociety@gmail.com
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Board of Directors:
Carly Zervis, President
Position Open, Vice President
Julie Fusco, Treasurer
Terri Hartman, Recording Secretary
Elaine Koehler, Acquisitions Officer
Robert Croft
Laura Hennings, (FCHC)
Sally Barrows, (ICHC)
Kandice Bellamy McPherson, (HHC)
Marian MacRae, (OHHC)
Waunee Endsley, (CRHC)

By Kathy Turner Thompson

Why Humanities Matter!

Kathy Turner Thompson
Citrus County Historical Resources Officer
Ex-Officio board member
A Florida Delegation Meeting with Citrus County Historical Society Board members and the
Florida Humanities Council staff to ask our legislators to support the 2020 Appropriations
Request for $750,000 after last year’s major cut in funding. We presented our case to
Representative Massullo and Senator Simpson.
Why is this funding so important?
• The humanities help students to build skills in writing and critical reading.
• They help to foster social justice and equality.
• Humanities teach us empathy to deal critically and logically with subjective, complex, and
imperfect information.
• They teach us to weigh evidence skeptically and to consider more than one side of every
question.
• The humanities help us to develop informed and critical citizens.
• Without humanities and funding for humanities it is much more difficult for democracy to
flourish.
As State and Federal funding for smaller organizations has decreased over the last 20 years,
the Florida Humanities Council has consistently been there for us, and other small institutions,
to ensure quality humanities content makes it into Florida’s schools, libraries, and museums.
It has allowed us to:
• create an award-winning exhibition,
• bring eminent lecturers for the Coffee and Conversations Speakers Series,
• conduct oral history interviews with descendants of Citrus County pioneer families and
veterans of three major wars,
• provide scholarships for Citrus County students to attend pre-collegiate programs at the
University of Florida, and
• bring two Smithsonian exhibitions to our county.
Please continue to help us to maintain and support the humanities in our area, the state, and
the nation.

