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Robert Croft

ear Members,
The outbreak of COVID-19 has certainly presented many challenges
for communities, organizations, and individuals. In these uncertain
times, we want to assure you our highest priority is the safety of our
members, visitors, volunteers, and staff. The difficult decision to close
the museums and postpone all our upcoming events was made with the
protection of the community in mind.
The Citrus County Historical Society remains strongly committed to our
historical mission and finding new ways to serve the community during
these difficult times. We wish everyone well as we weather this pandemic
together. We will continue to keep you updated in our newsletters, our
website, and our other online platforms. If history shows us anything, it is
the perseverance and adaptability of people, our ability to remain strong
together in times of crisis. Be safe and we look forward to seeing you in
the future.

Celebrating the 19th Amendment in Citrus County
O

By Lindsey Gilbert

ne hundred years ago, the 19th Amendment was ratified, granting women the
right to vote. This historic occasion celebrates more than 100 years of women’s
suffrage. It also celebrates the decades of work before the amendment’s ratification,
as several generations of women fought for what was seen by many as a radical
change to the constitution and social order of the United States. Women organized,
petitioned, wrote, marched, lobbied, and picketed for the passage of the amendment.
It is also a time to look honestly and somberly at the women’s rights movement, as a
lesson and reminder that we are more powerful when we work together. Many women
of color were excluded from the movement and continued to be denied the right to
vote until 1965, when the passage of the Voting Rights Act eliminated practices such May Mann Jennings
as the poll tax and literacy tests that disproportionately affected black citizens.

R

eaders may be more familiar with famous suffragettes such as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, progressive reformer Jane Addams, or African American journalist Ida B. Wells. There are
hundreds of women who fought for equal rights, some are household names today and some are more
obscure, but this is the year to celebrate all these women and their brave actions. Florida too had its women’s
rights activists, one of the most influential who was born right here in Citrus County, May Mann Jennings.
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Citrus County’s Own Suffragette: May Mann Jennings

M

ay Mann Jennings, born May Austin Elizabeth Mann, was surrounded by men in the political arena.
Her father, Austin Mann, was a Florida State senator, instrumental in the formation and development
of Citrus County. Her husband, William Sherman Jennings, served as the 18th Governor of Florida from
1901 to 1905. As a young woman, she traveled with her father to Tallahassee as his aid, assisting with his
appointments, correspondence, and social gatherings. Although women at the time could not vote or hold
office, women like Jennings found a way to wield political influence, especially through women’s clubs and
organizations and the social connections they provided.
o understand how women became a constituency to be reckoned with, even
without the vote, one must examine the proliferation of women’s clubs and
civic organizations at the turn of the century. Although women’s clubs had been
around for many decades, it wasn’t until the Progressive Era, from the 1890s to
the 1920s, that they began to be viewed as essential to the public good. Women’s
organizations during this time saw it as their duty and moral obligation to
transform public policy. Although unable to vote, women banded together in these
organizations to lobby for their causes at all levels of government.
ay Mann Jennings had been active in Florida women’s organizations for
decades, but in 1914 she was elected Madame President of the Florida
Federation of Women’s Clubs (FFWC). She served a complete three year term
as President and fought for a diverse number of causes including the creation
May Mann Jennings,
of a Florida Bureau of Vital Statistics, bills expanding compulsory education
left and her sister
and attendance, granting more Everglades land to the Seminoles, and a law that Grace, on the right in
would allow women to serve on school boards. Her pet project was the creation
1890
of Florida’s first state park, Royal Palm State Park, a forerunner of the area later
known as Everglades National Park.
he issue of women’s suffrage was not initially a goal of her term, although privately she did believe
strongly in the cause. In 1915, at Jennings’ first annual FFWC conference as president, the issue went
to vote, and the organization officially endorsed suffrage and began to admit Florida suffrage organizations
throughout the state to their membership. In 1917, two bills were submitted to Tallahassee for suffrage, both
of which were penned by Jennings’ husband, former Governor William Sherman Jennings. One was a bill
allowing women to vote in primary elections in the state of Florida and the other was a state constitutional
amendment that would grant them equal suffrage and would be voted on by the people in the state. After days
of debate, the constitutional amendment lost by only five votes. The primary voting bill couldn’t make it out
of committee to the main legislative floor and Jennings asked for it to be withdrawn.
he received much criticism over the decision to withdraw the primary voting bill. However, she felt if
it had passed, lawmakers would have used it to say that they had done something on suffrage and the
movement would lose urgency. She felt it was best to continue the campaign for full and complete women’s
suffrage for the next two years. She did not want to settle for half measures. Her commitment to the ideals
of women’s suffrage can be seen in her reaction to another failed bill in the 1917 session, for the creation of
the Royal Palm State Park. Her disappointment over the loss of the two bills she cared so deeply about can
be illustrated in this quote from a letter Jennings wrote to a colleague and friend, “I am brokenhearted, after
all our work and the promises made us. I know now more than ever that women must have the vote if they
are to accomplish anything. I am beginning to think that women are fools to work as they do for the good of
the world…the men make promises one minute and vote the other way the next.”
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May Mann Jennings, cont.

er tenure as President of the FFWC ended later that year but she continued to work tirelessly for
women’s suffrage, conservation, education, and other matters of importance to the state. Along with
other Florida female activists, she pressured Florida’s Congressional delegates to vote on behalf of the
Anthony Amendment, named so after Susan B. Anthony, which would later become the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States. It required ratification by a minimum of thirty-six states and passed into
law on August 18, 1920 with Tennessee being the thirty-sixth state to ratify the amendment. Unfortunately,
Florida was not one of them. It wasn’t until May 13, 1969 that Florida ratified the amendment.
fter the passage of the amendment, Jennings became a major figure in many of the newly developing
women’s political organizations. She was frequently urged to run for office even that of Governor of
Florida, but she always politely declined, saying she had no trouble staying busy. This was certainly true as
she was a co-founder of the Florida League of Women Voters, a leader of the National Democratic Committee
for Florida and continuing champion of conservation and progressive causes throughout the state for the rest
of her life. Today she is known as the “Mother of Florida Forestry” and is one of the most influential women
in Florida’s history.

A

Further Reading on the 19th Amendment in Citrus County:

If you are interested learning more about women’s suffrage in the United States below are some suggested
readings to get you started with biographies, non-fiction, and fiction works!
May Mann Jennings: Florida’s Genteel Activist by Dr. Linda D. Vance: This published dissertation from
a researcher at the University of Florida is the most vigorous and well-written biography of May Mann
Jennings. Available online for free by the University of Florida Smathers Library or track down a used copy
online!
Southern Women in the Progressive Era: A Reader edited by Giselle Roberts and Melissa A Walker: Using
letters, diaries, and journals this book presents the stories of a diverse group of southern women―African
Americans, working-class women, teachers, nurses, and activists―in their own words, casting a fresh light
on one of the most dynamic eras in U.S. history.
Century of Struggle: The Woman’s Rights Movement in the United States by Eleanor Flexner and Ellen
Fitzpatrick: The longtime standard history of the fight for women’s suffrage in the U.S., recently enlarged; a
first-rate and comprehensive history, thoroughly researched and well written.
African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920 by Rosalyn Terborg-Penn: One of the
most comprehensive books on the history of African American women and suffrage. This book details how
and why black women demanded voting rights. The book also presents tensions within suffrage and voting
rights movements to underscore the unique position of black women within the fight for universal suffrage.
The Yellow Wallpaper and Other Stories by Charlotte Perkins Gilman: Gilman was a writer, lecturer,
economist, and suffragette whose fictional works have a strong feminist bent, often pointing to the benefits
of economic and social rights for women. Her most famous short story is “The Yellow Wallpaper” part of
collection of short works published in 1892.
Have some free time on your hands? Continue some lifelong learning through one of our
national museum memberships, the American Alliance of Museums (https://www.aam-us.org/).
They have free webinars on all types of topics related to museums, historical societies and
nonprofits, including collections, financial stability, marketing/social media, educational
programs, governance, mission and institutional planning. Anyone interested please contact
Kathy by phone at 352.341.6428 or email (katherine.turner@citrusbocc.com) for a detailed list of
topics.
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Inverness Cultural and Heritage Council
Sally Barrow and Steve Hrycaj

I
J
J

n these trying times we would like to give you something to look forward to when we come out on the
other side of this pandemic. Understanding that these are all tentative, we are hoping to be reopened and
up and running with our first Summer Concert Series in July, rather than June, just to be on the safe side.
uly 16 will begin with a Heart Tribute Show by Love Alive, on August 15, a Garth Brooks tribute show
will be performed by Kip Sweeney, and then on September 19, our ever popular Peter Alden will be
performing Elvis Live!
oe Donato, the first performer that we had to postpone in March, has been rescheduled for November 19,
2020. A true saxophone and woodwind legend, Joe Donato and his band’s unique performance style and
improvisational techniques reflect a wide variety of musical influences. Joe has been playing music since
he was five, playing professionally at eight, and touring by the time he was 15. With decades of experience
and education, Joe brings the best to the table in a performance you won’t want to miss.
lso, beginning in August you may want to start getting back in the swing of things by looking for
announcement for the Coffee and Conversation Speakers Series, the Citrus County League of Women
Voters program on Saturday, August 22 at the Citrus Springs Community Center, as well as the Save Our
Waters Week program here at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum on Saturday, September 29, 2020.

A

Floral City Heritage Council
~ Under the Oaks ~

By Laura Hennings, Terri Hartman, Chairwomen

W

ith spring just around the corner, the Floral City Heritage Council has been busy.

On February 18th, Floral City Heritage Council and Floral City Garden Club partnered
with Paff Tree Service in the planting of five oak trees along Orange Avenue.
“The Duval House” is the newest exhibit in the Floral City
Heritage Museum. Our grand opening was Thursday, February
27th. Our museum director, Bill Metcalfe and his team outdid
themselves! Paulette Ritchie and her team provided a wonderful
selection of delicious goodies.
Our Floral City community is a family, checking/helping one another during these
trying times. Thanks to Charla Bauer for keeping everyone informed through the
Floral City Heritage Council’s website, along with new updates at our kiosks.
As always, be safe. I hope very soon to see you all under the oaks.

Support Citrus County Historical Society when you shop at https://smile.amazon.com/
Take advantage of Amazon’s contribution of 0.5% of your purchases to Citrus County Historical Society.
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Hernando Heritage Council
~ At Hernando School ~
Cathy Johnson, HHC

I

am hoping this finds everyone well.
The Hernando Heritage Council held the first HHC Craft
Fair on February 29th and March 1. An auditorium full of
vendors and guests enjoyed all the makings of the day. The
Council is looking forward to having another Arts and Crafts
Fair in November 2020. Please mark your calendars to enjoy
the day with us.
Plans are still in the works for Members from the partners Citrus County
Hernando Heritage Days Southern
Historical Society, Hernando Heritage
Heritage Festival and Cracker Cattle
Council, Friends of the Community
Drive on October 17, 2020.
Center, Citrus County Board of County
As always, we invite volunteers and
Commissioners and staff
ideas. We would love to hear from you!
(Call Kandi at 352-726-8080).
Our Old School Markets of fresh produce, crafts, cottage kitchen products and
treasure finds have been successful, so as soon as it is safe to do so, we will resume our
Old School Markets on the first and third Mondays at the Historic Hernando School.
The Hernando Area Senior Program started using the Historic Hernando School for lunches and meal
deliveries before the mandatory isolation. As soon as everything is clear, we look forward to the seniors
returning for lunches. Please stay safe so we will see you there!

Old Homosassa Heritage Council
Kathy Green

T

he Old Homosassa Heritage Council (OHHC) is excited to report that we had an amazing “Roaring 20’s
for the Tower” Gala in February at La Casa of Mason Creek and surpassed our fundraising goal for 2020.
Attendees got their “Great Gatsby” on and came dressed as gangsters, molls, bootleggers, and flappers.
The sold-out event included an open bar, appetizers that did not stop, a Chinese raffle, a Charleston Dance
Contest, an auction, and music from the Jazzman that kept the guests dancing all night long.
OHHC would like to express its gratitude to the many
members of the community and the council along with the
numerous sponsors that made this event a great success.
Listing all the people that helped to plan, collect auction
items, distribute information, sell tickets, decorate, cook,
entertain and clean-up is not possible but OHHC would
like to give an extra big thank you to Connie Wright and
Tim Gatto who spearheaded the event and pulled it all
together.
All proceeds from the OHHC’s fundraisers go to protect and enhance Old Homosassa’s heritage for
present and future generations. Membership in the Old Homosassa Heritage Council is open to anyone
interested in our purpose and pays annual dues.
Our website is https://www.oldhomosassaheritagecouncil.com/, email is ohheritagec@gmail.com, and
the Facebook page is www.facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil.
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Crystal River Heritage Council
Waunee Endsley
One of the Volunteers from the Heritage Council has made a phenomenal
display of the Ghost Towns of Citrus County. Excite your imagination.
And we look forward to your visit when the Museum reopens.
The Coastal Heritage Museum is a local history museum located in the
old City Hall building at 532 N Citrus Avenue, Crystal River FL. The
museum features an array of exhibits, artifacts, furniture and photos of
the early history of the west side of Citrus County. Admission is free.

Museum News from
T

~ The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum ~
by Kathy Turner Thompson

his is a very different news from the museum coming your way. It was not that long ago that most of us
were going about our business as usual, visiting family and friends, enjoying the new spring weather,
and of course, looking forward to the many great events and exhibits here at the museum. Now, we find
ourselves all adapting in different ways to a more challenging situation.
Museums, historical societies, and historic sites are vital to our communities. Museums are the second
most trusted institutions, beside libraries: we connect visitors,
volunteers, and others to the past, present, and future. Our
mission now is to find ways to continue to serve you despite
our distance.
What is more important than documenting what is occurring
today? We can remind the generations what our nation and
world is going through now.
All our events, plans, fundraisers, meetings, visitors, programs
and concerts have been put on hold for the foreseeable future.
We are forced to change in ways we might not have thought
possible such a short time ago. We are figuring out what the
“new normal” will be and how we will operate to better serve
you, our members, supporters, volunteers and communities. As
we all work through this together, put separate physically, we
will be operating differently.
Old Courthouse Museum staff of two
In these unprecedentedly difficult times, though, we still want
misses the volunteers
to be able to connect and engage with you, whether remotely,
digitally, by telephone, or even a note in the mail. Contact your Historical Resource Officer by phone at
352.341.6428 or email (katherine.turner@citrusbocc.com).
Anticipating the future, Lindsey Gilbert recently celebrated her second year as Program Assistant,
Historical Resources at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum. She finished her bachelor’s degree in History
with a minor in Education from the University of Florida this month. She is a true asset and brings a wealth
of skills, abilities, and knowledge to the museum and historical society. The next time you call to sign-up
for an event or activity, you might speak to her on the phone. Please join me in appreciating Lindsey’s role
at the Museum.
Please do stay safe and healthy! We will get through this together.
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Citrus County Historical Society, Inc.
The Old Courthouse Heritage Museum
One Courthouse Square
Inverness, FL 34450-4802
(352) 341-6428
Fax: (352) 341-6445
citrushistoricalsociety@gmail.com
https://citruscountyhistoricalsociety.org/
Board of Directors:

Robert Croft, President
Flo Jones, Vice President
Julie Fusco, Treasurer
Terri Hartman, Recording Secretary Elaine
Koehler, Acquisitions Officer Keith
Brendel, Director
Pamela Phelps, Director
Charla Bauer, Newsletter
Cynthia King, Corresponding Secretary
Laura Hennings, (FCHC)
Sally Barrows, (ICHC)
Kandice Bellamy McPherson, (HHC)
Marian MacRae, (OHHC)
Waunee Endsley, (CRHC)
Kathy Turner Thompson
Citrus County Historical Resources Officer
Ex-Officio board member

Citrus County Historical Society Awards
(https://floralcityhc.org/Awards.pdf)

It’s nice to reflect on all the Heritage Councils and Historical Society
activities and projects over the past year. Think about the people who
deserve to be honored for their contributions of time and effort.
Follow the link above to review all the Historical Society Awards
and the ways we can honor the volunteers we depend upon. You could
even send your award nominations to Marcia Beasley (her address is
on the form). She would enjoy hearing from you!
Awards will be presented at the Annual Membership Meeting in
September 2020.

Historical
Society
Calendar:

https://
citruscountyhistoricalsociety.
org/events-calendar.php
Check out our calendar
for all the latest updates to
scheduled events.

Council links for meeting and schedule updates:

We’re making plans looking forward to when we can meet again‼
Inverness Cultural and Heritage Council:
https://www.facebook.com/Inverness-Cultural-Heritage-Council-1152878564737826/
Crystal River Heritage Council - https://www.facebook.com/coastalheritagemuseum/
Floral City Heritage Council - https://floralcityhc.org/
Hernando Heritage Council https://www.facebook.com/Hernando-Heritage-Council-156372641063783/
Old Homosassa Heritage Council - https://www.facebook.com/ohheritagecouncil

